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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, May 3, 2017.  Present were Jerry D. 
Lawrence, Chairman; Anthony J. Kinahan, Vice Chairman; and Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk.  Also 
present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator.  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 
 
Also present at this time: 
 
Mallory Aronstein, Assistant Town Administrator 
Richard Krugger, Water Commissioner 
Michael White, Building Inspector 
Shannon Gallagher, The Enterprise 
Nancy Morrison, Resident 
Janice Underhill, 307 West Center Street 
John Kream, 96 South Elm Street 
Rowan Kream, 96 South Elm Street 
Robert Pelligrini, Esq.  
 
Chairman Lawrence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
At 7:00 p.m. Ms. Aronstein appeared to discuss the Hanna & Tabbaa Corp dba Lawadessa, 
pending beer and wine license.  Ms. Aronstein stated that the license was previously approved by 
the Board, and has been forwarded to the ABCC.  Ms. Aronstein stated that between the Town's 
approval and now, the Manager on Lawadessa's application quit the restaurant.  Ms. Aronstein 
stated the paperwork before the Board was a request to approve a new Manager, who has been 
approved by the Police Department.  Ms. Aronstein stated the paperwork, if approved by the 
Board, will be forwarded to the ABCC investigator.  Ms. Aronstein stated there were no issues 
with the application. 
 
Chairman Kinahan MOVED to approve Lawadessa's Change of Manager request, Mr. Moreira 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
  
Mr. Gagne stated the Capital Budget is part of the Warrant Articles.  Mr. Gagne stated he will 
ask the Selectmen to vote to place them on the Town Meeting Warrant.  Chairman Lawrence 
asked Mr. Gagne to discuss the Articles one at a time.  Mr. Gagne referred to a handout, and 
stated that Articles 1-10 are consent articles, and do not affect the tax base.  Mr. Gagne stated 
these ten Articles are typically handled by one motion.  Mr. Gagne stated that the River Bend 
Article is new this year.  Mr. Gagne discussed each Article.     
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Fire Department and Forestry Departments are looking to convert a grassy 
area at the Fire Department, which houses a beam from one of the World Trade Center buildings, 
into a public place to commemorate the 9-11 terrorist attack.  Mr. Gagne stated the beam and 
memorial need to be determined to have historical significance before funding can be approved.   
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Chairman Lawrence stated he was curious why the Animal Control Officer's title is not changed 
to Dog Officer or Canine Control Officer since the Animal Control Officer deals with dogs only.  
Mr. Gagne stated that he will verify the reason the name has not been changed. 
 
Mr. Kinahan asked if the 9-11 Memorial Park would need to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Mr. Gagne stated he believed so, and asked Mr. White if he agreed.  Mr. White responded yes.   
 
Mr. Kinahan asked if the Library sidewalk was out of compliance, and in need of updating.  Mr. 
Gagne stated that it is a pre-existing building so not currently required to change the pitch of the 
walkway, but once work is started, ADA compliance will be required.   
 
Mr. Kinahan asked how many trucks the Highway Department now has for plowing regarding 
Article 31.  Mr. Gagne responded three large vehicles and two smaller vehicles.  Mr. Kinahan 
asked how many workers can operate them.  Mr. Gagne stated all Highway and Forestry 
employees can operate them.  Mr. Moreira asked if the current trucks have trade in value, Mr. 
Gagne responded yes, and that that value was factored into the price.  Mr. Kinahan asked what 
the cost of repairs would be for the existing vehicles. Mr. Gagne stated that the current vehicles 
are tired, but the specific repair costs are unknown to him.  Mr. Gagne stated repairs would likely 
surface during snow plowing season.   
 
Mr. Kinahan asked what the goal of the Municipal Building Needs Committee is with its funds, 
and whether the funds are allocated for infrastructure issues.  Mr. Gagne responded yes, the 
funds are for unforeseen infrastructure issues, and the Committee is looking to replenish the 
account.  Chairman Lawrence asked how funds are handled year over year. Mr. Gagne stated 
when the funds are placed in an Article they remain in the account in perpetuity. 
 
Mr. Moreira stated Mr. Gagne has done a great job, and he likes to see the dollar value of the 
stabilization fund.   
 
Mr. Kinahan asked if there is a firm cost for Town Hall roof repair costs.  Mr. Gagne responded 
no, as the request was made only a couple of weeks ago. 
 
Mr. Krugger presented the Water Department's requests.  Mr. Krugger stated the Water 
Department would like to start projects to get rates down and to get more water.  Mr. Krugger 
stated the Town may end up with a water ban this year, as last year it was difficult to keep up and 
there are now more new houses on Walnut and Scotland Streets.  Mr. Krugger stated he is 
looking to see if the Town is willing to put $100,000 back into the Water Department to develop 
a well. Mr. Krugger stated the Water Department is putting a majority of  surplus into 
investigating three potential well sites.  Mr. Krugger stated they would like to get the old Cyr 
street pumping station producing more water, but the Water Department only has $47,000 from 
surplus in the Article, which will not cover all costs.  Mr. Krugger stated they are trying to pay 
off short term debt from meters and hydrants.  Chairman Lawrence stated that the $100,000 Mr. 
Krugger referenced, was used to fight the Brockton power plant.  Chairman Lawrence asked if 
Mr. Krugger anticipated a surplus at the end of this year.  Mr. Krugger stated there will be a 
surplus due to increased meter collections, which will help in the fall, but the Water Department 
needs immediate help for increased water usage starting now.  Mr. Kinahan asked if the projects 
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Mr. Krugger had mentioned would be completed by the spring.  Mr. Krugger said he hoped so, 
and they will go out to bid quickly if they get the funds.  Mr. Moreira asked what happened with 
the rest of the settlement money. Mr. Krugger stated the funds were used to build a tank on 
Walnut Street.  Mr. Kinahan asked if they had considered using the money which was used to 
pay off meter debt to instead address projects.   
 
Mr. Krugger stated there were concerns with iron in potential wells.  Mr. Krugger stated that he 
recommended tying two wells into the iron removal system.  Mr. Krugger outlined the well site 
options and potential concerns with them.  Mr. Krugger stated they need to assess and determine 
whether treatment will be required and if so, the associated costs.  Mr. Krugger stated they may 
be five years out from getting usable water.  Mr. Moreira asked Mr. Gagne for his thoughts. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Water Department wanted to pay off hydrant debt and meters, put money 
aside to look for submersible pumps, and this is all being done.  Mr. Gagne stated he does not 
typically recommend mixing free cash with Water Department funds, but here, the Town has the 
money.  Mr. Gagne recommend calling a Special Town Meeting in the fall once cash is certified, 
but in the meantime the Water Department has $47,000 to get started.   
 
Mr. Moreira stated the Water Department needs the help.  Chairman Lawrence stated he thinks 
the funds should be used once certified.  Mr. Kinahan stated he agreed with Mr. Gagne's 
recommendation. 
 
Mr. Krugger recommended that the Water Department should pay down $128,000 not $228,000 
and put $147,000 into station #1.  Mr. Kinahan asked if the Water Commissioners had voted on 
this approach. Mr. Krugger responded no.  Chairman Lawrence stated the Article could be 
amended on the Town Meeting floor.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Water Department had $69,000 to pay down water meters, it could not be 
used for testing, and at least some of it will need to be used for payment.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated they could keep $228,000 in Article 39 and put $140,000 in Article 40, then 
decide on the Town Meeting floor what the Water Commissioners want to do. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated that the School Superintendent advised that in Article 7, which is a consent 
article, it should say $100,000 not $90,000. 
 
Ms. Aronstein stated Article 32 read incorrectly and required amending. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve Town Meeting Articles as presented with modifications to 
Articles 7, 32, 39 and 40, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Town currently has Mutual Aid agreements with Bridgewater and East 
Bridgewater, but never had put one in place with Raynham before.  Mr. White stated the Barrett's 
had some conflicts of interest with inspectors, and there was no third agreement in place.  
Chairman Lawrence asked if Mr. White had a good rapport with the Raynham inspector.  Mr. 
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White responded yes.  Mr. Kinahan asked how frequently Mr. White provided mutual aid 
coverage. Mr. White stated it depends on the nature of specific incidents.   
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Mutual Aid agreements between West Bridgewater and 
Raynham and East Bridgewater, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously.  
 
Mr. Gagne stated terms had been agreed upon in the Building Inspector's employment 
agreement, and Mr. White had signed it.   
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Building Inspector's contract, Mr. Moreira seconded, and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Council on Aging's recommendation to nominate 
appointing Wendy Adams, and Marilyn Mather as alternate, to the Old Colony Elder Services 
Board, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Chairman Lawrence stated the Memorial Day Commemorative Service is approaching, and the 
Selectmen typically participate.  Chairman Lawrence stated that unfortunately he will be out of 
Town and unable to attend.  Chairman Lawrence stated that Walter Thayer or Jim Benson should 
be asked to read the names.  Mr. Moreira stated that he is willing to be the Master of Ceremony 
and lay the wreath.  Mr. Kinahan stated he will make a speech. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 15, 2017, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the Meeting Minutes of April 12, 13, 19, and 20, 2017 for 
review, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Chairman Lawrence asked for background regarding the Planning Board Notice of Public 
Hearing of June 7, 2017, regarding street acceptance for Bresciani Lane and release of 
performance bond/surety for Bresciani Estates subdivision.  Mr. Gagne stated is was put on the 
agenda for the Board's information, and that sometime this summer all unaccepted street names 
will be placed on the list of streets to be accepted.  Mr. Gagne stated a site plan was done 
already, all homes are occupied, and the Planning Board will close out the project. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Building Department's Site Plan Review & Special Permit for 252 Pleasant 
Street, Contractor's Office and Storage Yard, and the Building Department's Site Plan Review & 
Special Permit for 70 Forest Street, Proposed Commercial Kennel License are both site plan 
reviews.  Mr. Gagne stated he discussed both with the Building Inspector, who said there are no 
issues with either and they will go through the customary process with the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  Chairman Lawrence stated that the Board finds no issues with the contractor's office 
and yard.  Chairman Lawrence stated that since the kennel would be going through the Zoning 
Board process the neighbors should be notified.  Chairman Lawrence stated that since the kennel 
will be located in a residential area, concerns regarding noise and odor should be passed on to the 
Building Department. 
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Mr. Moreira MOVED to pass along comments regarding notification, odor and noise regarding 
70 Forest Street in the Selectmen's response to the site plan review, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
Chairman Lawrence stated the application for the Victor Flaherty Sr. Civic Award should be 
posted online and on Facebook.  Chairman Lawrence stated that Victor Flaherty, Sr. served a 
number of years as a Selectman, oversaw major projects in Town, and every year his memory is 
honored through this award.  Mr. Moreira stated the Victor Flaherty Sr. Civic Award Committee 
met and did not have many applications to review, and they need input in order to make a 
decision.  Chairman Lawrence requested confirmation that printed copies are available in Town 
Hall. 
 
Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator’s Report.  Mr. Gagne stated Maolis Avenue residents 
attended a public meeting regarding their concerns with a home on Maolis Avenue.  Mr. Gagne 
stated that the owners never applied for a special permit to use the property as a group home.  
Mr. Gagne stated that the Building Inspector has issued a cease and desist order yesterday, which 
was hand delivered.  Mr. Gagne stated the owners have thirty days to file an appeal of that order, 
or they can file for a site plan review.  Mr. Gagne stated that while the owner cannot be denied 
by right, they still need to comply with local zoning.  Mr. Gagne stated that this gives local 
officials an opportunity to visit the site and for the Zoning Board of Appeal to take action within 
sixty days.  Mr. Gagne stated if the owners do not respond appropriately, they will be provided a 
vacate notice.  Mr. Moreira asked if this project was in the works when he joined.  Mr. White 
stated they were never approached as to the intentions of the owner, as it would have triggered 
notifications to various boards and commissions.  Chairman Lawrence asked if Mr. White had 
received all the permits, etc.  Mr. White stated two developers had done work.  Mr. White stated 
the owners do have an occupancy permit.  Chairman Lawrence stated the owners are in non-
compliance, but they still have a right to operate that business in that location.  Mr. Gagne stated 
there are outstanding questions regarding the septic system, and other items.  Mr. White stated he 
is reaching out to the state's architectural department to find out what the right number of people 
living in the home is.  Mr. Moreira stated safety was the primary concern.  Mr. White stated there 
are federal and state protections for the owners.  Mr. Gagne stated Representative Michelle 
Dubois had stated previously that she was surprised that abutters were not notified.   
 
Mr. Kinahan asked Mr. White if Bridgewater had a similar process with this type of group home 
use.  Mr. White responded no.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Special Town Meeting regarding the River Bend Country Club was April 
20th.  Mr. Gagne stated there were 463 voters, and 79% approved the purchase of the golf 
course.  Mr. Gagne thanked Mr. Kinahan, and stated that he appreciated the time and effort Mr. 
Kinahan put in to make sure they had the best product possible.  Chairman Lawrence stated the 
purchase of the golf course added value to the Town.  Mr. Gagne stated he received the final 
draft of the purchase and sale agreement.  Mr. Gagne stated the agreement was already approved 
subject to Town Counsel review.  Mr. Gagne stated he thought it would be wise to have a 
celebratory event at the golf course, and that the new closing date is May 30th.  Mr. Gagne 
referred to page eighty of the meeting packet.  Mr. Gagne stated that in FY '17 taxes collected 
were $27,000 and this information was provided to the Town.  Mr. Gagne stated he did not 
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understand at the time, that the non-classified acres were not included, and that the total was 
about $85,000.  Mr. Gagne apologized to the Board and to the Town for not recognizing the 
difference.  
 
Mr. Gagne stated the Business Manager at Southeast Regional is looking to move the golf team 
over to River Bend, and that their team is in the same league as West Bridgewater, providing a  
long-term benefit.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated that the bond closing will be on May 30th, and the Treasurer asked if May 24th 
was acceptable to have special meeting of the Selectmen to sign the bond.  The Selectmen agreed 
to the May 24th meeting date. 
 
Mr. Moreira stated he voted no on purchasing the golf course, but that he hopes all works out as 
planned.  Chairman Lawrence stated the deal is going through and that the sellers, Town and 
buyers are working in harmony.  Chairman Lawrence stated the purchase is a huge victory for 
the Town and for preserving its character.  Mr. Gagne stated he had lunch at Asacks, and ran into 
a couple who said they are so happy about preserving the open space.  Mr. Gagne stated he had a 
meeting with the management company today, and they are very excited about getting into the 
course.  Mr. Kinahan thanked Mr. Gagne, and stated that although the error in recognizing the 
difference in taxes was unfortunate, he still feels they did the right thing for the Town.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated that he was sharing the Open Space Committee's Request to Use the Town Hall 
Parking Lot for the River Walk on June 4, 2017, with a rain date of  June 11, 2017, to the Board 
for their information per their policy.  Mr. Gagne stated it was a great opportunity for residents 
of the Town. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated that in response to Chairman Lawrence's request he was providing an update 
regarding the availability of maroon and white street signs to residents outside of the business 
district.  Mr. Gagne stated the signs are $150.  Chairman Lawrence stated the signs had been 
changed to maroon and white to designate the downtown area, but thought that an alternative of 
white with maroon lettering should be available to residents, and future sign replacement signs 
will be in white and maroon.   
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve allowing residents to pay for the value of a sign with white and 
maroon lettering, which the Highway Department will install, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 
voted unanimously.   
 
Chairman Lawrence suggested a request form be generated for requests.  
 
At 8:17 p.m. Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Tracy L. Altrich, Confidential Secretary 
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List of documents in the April 19, 2017 Meeting Packet: 
• Local Licensing Authority Review Record for Hanna & Tabbaa Corp dba Lawadessa 

Restaurant 
• Application for a New Retail Alcoholic Beverages License for Hanna & Tabbaa Corp 

dba Lawadessa Restaurant 
• Police Department Narrative regarding for Hanna & Tabbaa Corp dba Lawadessa 

Restaurant 
• Agreement of Mutual Aid for Building Commissioner/Inspector of Buildings, Local 

Inspector/Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector & Plumbing & Gas Inspector Between 
the Town of West Bridgewater, MA and Raynham, MA 

• Agreement of Mutual Aid for Building Commissioner/Inspector of Buildings, Local 
Inspector/Building Inspector, Electrical Inspector & Plumbing & Gas Inspector Between 
the Town of West Bridgewater, MA and East Bridgewater, MA 

• Employment Agreement between the Town of West Bridgewater and Michael E. White  
• Memo from Bruce Holmquist, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Council on 

Aging to the Board of Selectmen Regarding New Old Colony Elder Services Board 
Member 

• Letter from Nicole Long, Old Colony Elder Services to Eldon Moreira  
• Letter from Anne Iannitelli to Board of Selectmen regarding Memorial Day 

Commemorative Service 
• Meeting Minutes of March 15, 2017 
• Meeting Minutes of April 12, 2017 
• Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2017 
• Meeting Minutes of April 19, 2017 
• Meeting Minutes of April 20, 2017 
• Planning Board Notice of Public Hearing for Street Acceptance for Bresciani Lane and 

the Release of the Performance Bond/Surety for the Bresciani Estates Subdivision 
• Building Department Site Plan Review and Special Permit for Contractor's Office and 

Storage Yard, 252 Pleasant Street 
• Building Department Site Plan Review and Special Permit for Proposed Kennel License, 

70 Forest Street 
• Estimated Roll-back Tax for Chapter 61B Spreadsheet 
• Email Regarding Open Space Committee's Request for River Walk  
• Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds, WB Open Space Committee 

River Walk 
• Draft Information Sheet Regarding River Walk 2017 
• Police Department Permission Regarding WB Open Space Committee River Walk 

 
 
  


